
  

  

 

Dear Friends, Family and Supporters,                June 2017 

We are deeply indebted to each of you for your prayers and support given to the ministry of 
SWMI and to our personal ministries as well. Prayer is a vital part of any ministry that seeks 
the power and blessings of God upon it. 

SWMI has hosted two “Deliberate Discipleship Retreats” so far this year, with two more yet 
to go. In fact, the next one is coming up the first full week in August. Nine disciples came for 
the first one and seven men in ministry came for the second one. Both of these retreats 
focused on the subject of “Walking with Christ in the Garden of God.” These retreats deal 
with the most important part of anyone’s life… their spiritual life. The emphasis is on the 
understanding and practice of spiritual disciplines in one’s walk with God. According to the 
testimonies throughout the retreats, and also the testimonies in the weeks following these 
retreats, we can safely say that the  spiritual lives of these men and women were drastically 
changed. It is a huge blessing to have such an important part in the transformation of the 
spiritual lives of those seeking more of Christ in a personal way.  

I, David, was blessed to spend 12 days in New York City evaluating the ministries of a local 
church. I was involved in several ministries as well as that of taking notes of anything and 
everything that I observed, both positive and negative. I was able to write a 40+ page 
evaluation and present it to the pastor and church for their edification and growth. I was 
thrilled with what I saw both in the leadership and in the pews of that church. 

I have also had the opportunity to teach two series of lessons on the subject of Spiritual Gifts  
this year. I taught on the subject for eight weeks in a local church. I also taught on the subject 
extensively to a young man and his wife who were in our local church internship program 
for a year and to a new pastor who recently joined the staff. I was told that this was one of 
the most important things that they had learned throughout the whole year of training. That 
does not surprise me in the least because of the great importance of the subject and how it 
works out in the lives of individuals in the local church. 

June is always a busy month since SWMI holds its annual FOCUS SEMINAR for our 
missionaries on pre-field ministries as well as our annual executive committee meetings. The 
FOCUS SEMINAR brings our missionaries together for a time of learning, growth, and 
personal interviews. The annual executive committee meeting is a time of planning, 
reporting, as well as verbal interviews with each missionary by the committee.  Since we are 
still a small mission, this puts more pressure on me personally. However, it is a great 
blessing to be involved with these missionaries and with our committee members as we 
strive to advance the cause of Christ worldwide among the deaf and others. 

Thank you so very much for all of your prayers, as well as for all financial support that 
comes into Silent Word Ministries International for our ministries worldwide. 

For Lost Deaf Souls Worldwide, 
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